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NOTICE OF REQUIREMENT BY A  
REQUIRING AUTHORITY FOR A DESIGNATION 

 

Section 168 of the Resource Management Act 1991 
 
 
 
To:  Otorohanga District Council       
 PO Box 11 

Otorohanga 2940 
 
1. Transpower New Zealand Limited (Transpower) gives Notice of a Requirement for a 

designation for a project where a restriction is necessary for the safe and efficient functioning 
of the project. 

2. The land to which the requirement applies lies between the substation/switchyard of the 
proposed Nova Energy (Nova) Waikato Power Plant, and Transpower’s existing Huntly to 
Taumarunui A (HLY-TMN A) transmission line.  The site is described as 869 Kawhia Road, 
Tihiroa, and is approximately 7.5km north of Otorohanga.  The legal description of the land 
concerned is S75 Blk XVI Pirongia SD, SA 48D/748, and the owner is Nova Energy Limited (NEL 
Farms Limited).  The land included within the designated area is shown on Attachment A.  A 
copy of the land title is provided as Attachment B.  

3. The nature of the proposed project is the construction, operation, maintenance, and upgrade 
of a proposed new 220kV transmission line between the proposed Waikato Power Plant 
switchyard and tower T167 on the existing HLY-TMN A line, including the operation, 
maintenance, and upgrading of tower T167.  The new transmission line will be owned by 
Transpower and is referred to as the Otorohanga-Deviation-A line for the purposes of this 
Notice of Requirement.  A description of the project is provided in Attachment C. 

4. The proposed conditions are that the line shall be generally in accordance with the structures 
described in the description of the project and shall operate within the noise, EMF and RF 
circumstances described, as set out in Attachment C. 

5. The effects that the project will have on the environment and the ways in which any adverse 
effects will be mitigated are described in the Assessment of Environmental Effects, provided as 
Attachment D. 

6. Alternative routes and methods have been considered.  A description of the alternatives 
considered is provided in the report as Attachment E. 

7. The project and designation are reasonably necessary for achieving the objectives of the 
requiring authority, as they enable the connection of the new electricity generating facility – 
the Waikato Power Plant – to the National Grid for the transmission of the electricity 
generated at the power plant.  As such, it helps achieve the project’s primary objective of 
“facilitating the construction, operation, maintenance and upgrade of a transmission line 
connection between the proposed Waikato Power Plant and the HLY-TMN A transmission line” 
and a second objective to “contribute to the delivery and operation of a safe, reliable, cost 
efficient transmission grid that meets the needs of New Zealand electricity consumers now and 



 

 
 

into the future” 1. Through connecting a new power station to the grid it will also help to 
achieve one of Transpower’s corporate objectives:  to “deliver an efficient system operator 
service that supports competition and provides a reliable and efficient supply of electricity for 
the long-term benefit of consumers”2. 

8. Resource consents have been sought separately for the Waikato Power Plant and 
substation/switchyard by Nova.  Without the necessary statutory approvals for these 
developments, the designation for the transmission line project would not be required.  
However, the transmission line is an essential component of the integrated system, and the 
designation is the appropriate means of providing for and protecting the line.  Consents are 
also needed from Waikato Regional Council for the earthworks and associated activities, for 
access tracks and for the foundations of the transmission line towers.  These have been 
applied for by Nova. 

9. Consultation has been undertaken with nearby landowners and local Iwi representatives.  
Generally this has been undertaken by Nova as part of the wider consultation for the proposed 
Power Plant and is described in the AEE in Attachment D.  However, Transpower has 
commenced specific consultation with local Iwi representatives in respect of the new line. The 
progress of this relationship with the Nehenehenui Regional Management Committee and the 
Maniapoto Māori Trust Board is described briefly in Attachment F. 

10. Transpower attaches the following information required to be included in this notice by the 
district plan, the regional plan, and the Fourth Schedule of the Resource Management Act. 

 Attachment A – a plan and an overlay on aerial photography of the area to be 
designated 

 Attachment B – a copy of the land title 

 Attachment C – a description of the project to which this Notice of Requirement 
applies 

 Attachment D – an assessment of effects of the proposed project on the environment, 
including an assessment of the activity against matters in Part 2 of the Resource 
Management Act and against the relevant objectives and policies set out in the district 
plan (as required by the Fourth Schedule) 

 Attachment E – a description and evaluation of alternative route and methods. 

 Attachment F – a brief description of consultation undertaken. 

11. Transpower seeks a period of 10 years before the designation shall lapse. This is in accordance 
with the provisions of section 184(1)(c) and would align the designation with the lapse period 
also sought for the Waikato Power Plant. 

12. Transpower is seeking an exclusion from the need to submit an outline plan under section 
176A(1)(a) for the new line, on the basis that sufficient detail is provided in terms of section 
176A(1)(b) for the Otorohanga District Council as part of this Notice of Requirement. 

                                                           
1
 These two objectives apply to the proposed line. The first has been developed specifically for the project. 

The second adapts one of Transpower’s existing broader objectives to this particular project. 
2
 As set out in section 1.2, Transpower’s Objectives, Statement of Corporate Intent – Connecting New 

Zealand, July 2015/July 2018. 



 

 
 

 

Signed on behalf of Transpower New Zealand Limited: 

 

 

 

___________________________________________ 

Megan Williams 

Senior Environmental Planner 

 

Dated:  1st September, 2016  

 

Transpower New Zealand Limited 
PO Box 1021 
96 The Terrace 
Wellington 6140 
 
Address for Service: 
 
Allan Planning and Research Limited 
26 Patrick Street, Petone, Lower Hutt 5012 
Attn: Sylvia Allan 
Phone: 021 665 155     
Email: sylvia.allan@ihug.co.nz 
 



 

 
 

 

ATTACHMENT A:  PLANS OF AREA TO BE DESIGNATED 



 

 
 


