
The Ōtorohanga Museum, Ngā Whare Taonga o Ōtorohanga 

warmly invites you to our pōwhiri event launching two new exhibitions 

 

‘Te Wao Nui o Tāne’ and ’Illuminated- Ngā Whaiwhakaahua’. 

  

Which will be held on Saturday 29th October 2022,with a 10am start, at 15 Kakamutu Road 

Ōtorohanga. Refreshments provided. 

We celebrate with two exhibitions opening simultaneously.  

‘Te Wao Nui o Tāne’ marks the end of an intense year-long re-furbishment of our waka exhibition 

building. For decades our previous Director and now patron Nan Owen, has safeguarded and stored 

many donated taonga. We have continued her work by researching their sources and stories, creating 

custom mounts and displays and sourcing further photographs and maps. We have also been pleased 

to  platform the academic writing of historian Dr Tom Roa, and commission Te Nehenehenui writers 

and researchers to present selected themes and events from the deep, rich, history of our 

rohe/region.  

In addition, our museum is delighted to also present, ‘Illuminated- Ngā Whaiwhakaahua’. 

The first public exhibition of images from a collection of approximately one hundred glass negatives 

(circa 1890-1910) which were discovered within the museum collection in 2021, and to our 

knowledge- never seen by the public. 

Due to a generous grant of the Nehenehenui Regional Marae Committee (NRMC), we were able to 

send the fragile items to specialists for cleaning and digitising so we could see the images more clearly. 

What we saw has affected us deeply, and we have been humbled to daylight people from many years 

past. 

Initial investigations with NRMC representatives identified that several of the images are of a hui at 

Kahotea Marae, near to Ōtorohanga township, and are likely to be around 1907. Through this we have 

been delighted to be able to gift copies to Kahotea for further investigation, display and enjoyment. 

We have also identified areas of landscape around Waitomo Valley Road. 

However, many of the people within these powerful images are left unidentified. 

Our exhibition ‘Illuminated- Ngā Whaiwhakaahua’ allows our community to become aware of the 

collections existence, and to invite you all to help us identify who they are, and in turn, be able to 

connect these images with those who have been searching for them. We know that knowledge is out 

there and it requires a team effort- please join us. 

Please note ‘Illuminated- Ngā Whaiwhakaahua’ is a short term pop - up exhibition in the Guide Hall 

next door to begin the conversation, but when this exhibition closes, the images will still be available 

to view within museum buildings during normal opening hours, or via appointment.  


