
   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Otorohanga Community Board 
 
   
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 11 DECEMBER 2019 
 

 
 

4.00pm 
 

 
Members of the Otorohanga Community Board  

 
 
Board Member Neville Gadd (Chair) 
Board Member Kat Brown-Merrin 
Board Member Alan Buckman 
Councillor Katrina Christison  
Board Member Peter Coventry  
Councillor Paul McConnell 

 
 



 

OTOROHANGA COMMUNITY BOARD - AGENDA –  11 DECEMBER 2019    Page 0  

OTOROHANGA COMMUNITY BOARD 

WEDNESDAY 11 DECEMBER 2019 

 
Notice is hereby given that an orginary meeting of the Otorohanga Community Board will be held in the Council 
Chambers,  17 Maniapoto Street, Otorohanga on Wednesday 11 December 2019 commencing at 4pm. 
 
5 December 2019 

Tanya Winter 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
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ITEM 6 PROPOSED INSTALLATION OF BBQ AT REG BRETT RESERVE (JIM BARKER MEMORIAL 
PLAYGROUND) 

TO:  CHAIRMAN, OTOROHANGA COMMUNITY BOARD 

FROM: COMMUNITY FACILITIES OFFICER 

DATE:  11 DECEMBER 2019 

 

Relevant Community Outcomes  

¶ Ensure services and facilities meet the needs of the Community 

¶ Foster an involved and engaged Community 
 

Executive Summary 

A proposal has been submitted to Council by Project Kiwiana to consider the installation of a public BBQ at the Jim 
Barker Memorial Playground situated at Reg Brett Reserve. 

Recommendation(s) 

It is recommended that: 
 

1. Otorohanga Community Board recommends to Council that approval be given for the installation of a BBQ at 
the Reg Brett Reserve 

2. If the Board supports the proposal, the following is recommended to Council: 
a.  That the unbudgeted expenditure of $5000 per annum for cleaning and maintenance of the BBQ be 

approved. This funding would come from Parks and Reserves cost centre 
b. That the BBQ be added to our asset register and  depreciation is funded at $1820 per annum 
c. That the BBQ be installed in the location under the trees 
d. That Council funds the installation of lids on the hot plates or a full roof over the BBQ. This funding 

is estimated at $2,000 and would come from Parks and Reserves cost centre 
e. That Council funds the extra capital costs to have the BBQ installed under the trees. These extra 

costs cover the trenching, extra cable and installation of the extra cable. This funding is estimated 
at $4000 and would come from the Parks and Reserves cost centre 

 

Background 

A request has been received from the Project Kiwiana Committee (PKC) to install a double plate electric BBQ and 
stainless steel cabinet on a concrete pad in the Jim Barker Memorial Playground. The BBQ has been kindly donated by 
the Otorohanga Lions Club. 
 
See below the original letter of request and drawings from Project Kiwiana Committee. 
 
The plan shows three proposed locations within the playground for the BBQ, the plan was drawn by Lee Brazier of 
Bespoke Architects. 
 
Although the plan shows three locations, an onsite meeting with council staff and PKC decided to exclude option one 
in the youth zone as a viable option given this area is designated a youth hangout zone rather than a family BBQ 
environment.   This has left two proposed locations, the first is under the trees near the entrance way to the park, and 
second is beside the toilets on the southern side of the park. Although the plan refers to these locations as option two 
and preferred option, to avoid confusion I have referred to these locations as, Under the Trees and Beside the Toilets 
 
A further option has since been added due to the option beside the toilets being deemed culturally inappropriate 
because of the close proximity to the toilets. This new option is located on the grass area behind the Jim Barker 
Memorial Stone, this is referred to as Option Four. 
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Current Situation 

There is currently no community BBQ within the Otorohanga Township, there is one in Kawhia, and it is used 
frequently, especially during the summer months.  The last public BBQ in Otorohanga was situated at Rotary Park and 
was removed some years ago. This was removed due to coin operation issues and an infrequent maintenance 
programme.  

Options 

Firstly, the board needs to consider whether to install a BBQ or not. PKC have also outlined some advantages and 
disadvantages in their proposal and I have provided further input from a staff point of view. 
 
Advantages 
 

1. This will provide a further facility for families to use while enjoying the playground 
2. It adds a free level of service to the community and visitors to Otorohanga 
3. The BBQ will provide another extra benefit to the park  

 
Disadvantages 
 

1. The cost will have to be financed by the District Ratepayers who may see little benefit to themselves 
2. The existence of the BBQ may encourage more Freedom Campers, people passing through town to make 

use of a free to use BBQ 
3. The BBQ may encourage excessive drinking and anti-social behavior in an area that is meant to be a family 

friendly environment. 
4. More litter, increasing the amount of bin empties needed. 
5. Increased chances of broken glass from alcohol being consumed 

 
Should the decision be to approve the installation PKC originally put forward two locations for consideration excluding 
option one. A further location was provided subsequent to this proposal that is now Option Four. 
 
Option One   
 
Option One is excluded for reasons stated above and by consensus with PKC and Council staff. This can still be 
considered if the board wishes to, but the report has not detailed this as a viable option. 
 
Under the Trees 
 
While preparing this report PKC wished to remove this location as an option given the extra cost of the installation 
and the risk to the existing infrastructure.  I have included it in my report for discussion as I believe the risks can be 
minimised and this location should still be considered and not excluded from the discussion. 
 
The most difficult factor for this area is getting power to the site, other than that all the other amenities are already 
there. Drilling under the playground has been deemed to present too much risk of potential damage to the playground. 
Further investigation has found it possible to trench a cable around the outside of the playground at cost of $4000 
eliminating any risk to the playground. 
 
Advantages 
 

1.  Close to carpark for ease of transporting food to and from vehicles 
2.  Trees provide natural shade 
3.  Close to picnic tables and rubbish bins 
4.  Water nearby for cleaning 

  
 
 
 
 



 

OTOROHANGA COMMUNITY BOARD - AGENDA –  11 DECEMBER 2019    Page 3  

Disadvantages 
 

1.  Increased cost to get power to site 
2.  Time to install could be longer given the extra work needed for installation 
3.  Debris from trees falling on hotplates 
4. A roof may need to be constructed over the BBQ if debris becomes a big problem in the future. This would 

need to be funded from somewhere. 
 
Beside the Toilets 
 
This option has now been excluded. After consultation with Nehenehenui Regional Management Committee it was 
decided this was culturally inappropriate given its close proximity to the toilets. 
 
 
Option Four  
 
Option Four was presented to staff after the earlier proposals from PKC. 
 
The BBQ would be located 3 to 4 meters behind the Jim Barker Memorial Stone. This is Project Kiwiana Committee’s 
preferred location as stated in their latest proposal. 
 
Advantages  
 

1. Power and water available in close proximity 
2.  Easy installation and could go ahead almost immediately  
3.  No trees directly over the BBQ 

 
Disadvantages  
 

1. No picnic tables nearby increasing the chance of hot food being transported through the playground 
2.  May require extra tables and rubbish bins to be added. These would need to be funded from somewhere 
3.  No shade over the BBQ 
4.  Not near the carpark resulting in food and cooking utensils being carried through the playground 
5. Close proximity to the new bike track about to be built may result in bikes being ridden at speed around the 

BBQ whilst people are cooking 

Considerations  

1. Significance and Engagement 
In accordance with Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy this decision is assessed as having a low level 
of significance. However, the Board is advised to note the budget implications, the level of community interest 
in and support for the Kiwiana Playground, and that a volunteer group has been involved in raising the capital 
for this facility. 
Staff have engaged with the Project Kiwiana Committee, the Otorohanga Community Board Chair and Deputy 
Chair throughout the report process to allow elected members to engage with the community and to be made 
aware of progress and changes occurring along the way. 

 
2. Policy and Plans 

The installation of a BBQ in Reg Brett Reserve will be in compliance with all current policies and plans. There is 
no Reserve Management plan for the Reg Brett Reserve 

 
3. Legal 

All location options are on Otorohanga District Council owned land. 
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4. Financial 
 

If the BBQ is positioned by the toilet the entire capital funding of the project, including installation will be meet 
by PKC and Council will only need to meet the operational costs estimated at $5,000 per annum. 

 
Should the location under the trees be chosen there will be a capital shortfall that will need to be found to 
complete the project. Staff have calculated the extra cost of this option to be $4000. 

 
It is the intention of PKC to vest the BBQ into the ownership and control of Council and Council would then 
need to finance the ongoing operational and maintenance costs. These costs include electricity usage, cleaning, 
emptying hot plate waste buckets and disposing the waste, clearing of rubbish around the BBQ.  

 
Staff would look to include the cleaning of the BBQ into the existing toilet cleaning contract as we have done 
in Kawhia and have estimated the operational costs to be $5000 per annum, these costs have been evened out 
over the busy summer months and the quiet winter months.  A more accurate cost of maintaining this asset 
would be known after the first year. 

 
The BBQ would be added to the Council asset register and included in the annual depreciation calculations. 
 
Financial Summary 

Option Operating 
Costs 

Installation 
Costs 

Roof 
Structure 

Depreciation* Cost to 
Council (Year 
1) 

Cost to 
Council 
(Year 2 
+) 

Under the 
trees 
(recommended 
option) 

$5,000 $4,000 $2,000 $1,820 $12,820 $6,420 

Option 4 $5,000 Nil $2,000 $1,420 $8,420 $6,420 

Funded by: District 
Wide Rates 

Cash Reserves 
from 
Depreciation 

Cash Reserves 
from 
Depreciation 

District Wide 
Rates 

  

 
*Depreciation based on cost of $13,000 for BBQ, plus $1,200 for installation including connection to the meter box and 
installation of a concrete pad. Depreciation based over 10 year life of BBQ. Excludes depreciation of the roof structure. 

 
 
5. Iwi 

Following onsite discussions between Nehenehenui Regional Management Committee and staff about all the 
options listed in the original proposal and the latest proposal, only one location was deemed culturally 
inappropriate. This is the location beside the toilet block. All other options have been deemed culturally 
appropriate. 

 

Assessment of Options  

Option One, is not seen as a viable option as it is located in an area that is to be developed into a youth hangout zone. 
The location beside the toilets is also deemed not viable due to the close proximity to the toilets which is considered 
culturally inappropriate. This leaves only two viable locations, under the trees and Option Four, behind the Jim Barker 
Memorial Stone. Under the trees provides for the BBQ to be in a vibrant area near picnic tables and carpark for ease 
of use and minimal cartage of pre-cooked and cooked food. This area not only has picnic tables nearby but also grassed 
areas that can be used to picnic on. The major disadvantage to this spot being the extra funding needed to get power 
to the site. Option Four, provides for cheap and quick installation. This area also provides a little more privacy as it is 
further away from the playground. This area also provides grassed areas for picnics but has no picnic tables nearby. 
Due to this being on the far side of the playground away from the carpark and picnic tables, food will need to be 
transported through or around the playground. No rubbish bins nearby increases the chance of litter being left around 
the BBQ. 
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Preferred Option and Reasons 

Staff are recommending that OCB recommend to Council that the installation of the BBQ at the Jim Barker Memorial 
playground be approved. We are also recommending that the BBQ be located under the trees and that the operational 
costs of $5000 be funded from the Parks and Reserves budget. The reasons we are proposing this option are, this area 
is a lot more user friendly with picnic tables, rubbish bins and the carpark nearby. Trees in this area also provide great 
natural shade. 
Staff also recommend, regardless of location, that the BBQ be installed with a cover or roof structure over it at an 
estimated cost of $2000. This is to divert the majority of rain off the BBQ as large rainfalls will cause the fat catch traps 
to fill up more frequently requiring more servicing to avoid spillage out over the surrounding areas. This will also help 
keep the plates clean during times the BBQ is not in use. 
 
Jared le Fleming 
Community Facilities Officer 
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Attachments 
 

a- Project Kiwiana Committee’s Original Proposal 
b- Location Map 
c- Fluhler Contracting’s as built plans 
d- BBQ Specifications 
e- Latest Proposal with new Location 

 
 
 
Attachment A 
Original Proposal 
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Attachment B 
Location Map 
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Attachment C 
Fluhler Contracting’s as built plans 
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Attachment D 
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OTOROHANGA COMMUNITY BOARD - AGENDA –  11 DECEMBER 2019    Page 12  

Attachment E 
Latest Proposal with new Location 
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ITEM 7    UPDATE ON THE OTOROHANGA COMMUNITY BOARD WALK AROUND OTOROHANGA 

TO: CHAIRPERSON & MEMBERS OTOROHANGA COMMUNITY BOARD 

FROM: COMMUNITY FACILITIES OFFICER 

DATE: 11 DECEMBER 2019 

 

Relevant Community Outcomes 

¶ The Otorohanga District is a safe place to live 

¶ Ensure services and facilities meet the needs of the Community 

¶ Foster an involved and engaged Community 
 

Executive Summary 

On 7 March 2019, the Otorohanga Community Board walked around Otorohanga and complied a document identifying 
areas of concern or possible improvement. This report provides further feedback to the Community Board on the 
steps taken since the previous report. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended: 

That the report be received. 

Report Discussion 

Each item raised is recorded in the table below along with associated comments. 
 

ITEM COMMENTS / STATUS AS AT 29/7/19 SERVICE REQUEST 
NUMBER 

   

Pou showing signs of fading and algae 
growth. 

Quote has been accepted now awaiting 
contractor to complete job 

1902072 

Expedite the completion of the 
memorial cannon and return them to 
the park. 

Jared has now taken over this project. 1902073 

Replant bare patches in Memorial Park Bark has been renewed awaiting planting... 1902074 

Millennium “Te Rohe Potae” sculpture 
base (raw pounamu) needs cleaning, 
plaque at the base to be replaced. 
Descriptive story panel needs cleaning. 

Staff and designer are finalising the proof of 
the map in order to replace the sign. 

1902075 

Faded yellow line at the edge of the 
platform. 

This work has been programmed to be 
done in conjunction with the painting of the 
railway station 

1902079 

Crack Willow and Japanese Walnut 
growing on the banks of the Waipa 
River near the SH3 Bridge. 

Contractor has been engaged to do this. 
Currently been delayed by weather 

1902080 

Dry Gorse on railway bank above 
Sargent Place. Fire hazard? 

Completed  

Renewal of Otorohanga entry signs 
near the cemetery? 

Contractor is currently making the new 
signs 

1902076 

 
 
Jared le Fleming 
COMMUNITY FACITILITES OFFICER 
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BOARD MEMBER UPDATE 
 
 
 
 
 
 


