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ŌTOROHANGA DISTRICT COUNCIL
15 June 2021
Notice is hereby given that an ordinary meeting of the Ōtorohanga District Council will be held in St. David’s
Community Hall, Cnr Ranfurly and Turongo Street, Ōtorohanga on 15 June 2021 commencing at 11am.
Tanya Winter
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
10 JUNE 2021
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ITEM 167

HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR VERBAL REPORT

ITEM 168

ŌTOROHANGA MOTORHOME FRIENDLY TOWN PROPOSAL

TO:

HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS
ŌTOROHANGA DISTRICT COUNCIL

FROM:

COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

DATE:

15 JUNE 2021

Relevant Community Outcomes

Promote the local economy and opportunities for sustainable economic development

Ensure services and facilities meet the needs of the community

Manage the natural and physical environment in a sustainable manner
Executive Summary
A decision is sought from the Ōtorohanga District Council as to whether Ōtorohanga should become a
Motorhome Friendly Town as defined by the NZ Motor Caravan Association, to encourage Certified Self
Contained travelers to visit, stay and spend in the Ōtorohanga District whilst providing them with a free public
facility to safely and appropriately dispose of their waste and refill their water containers.
Recommendation(s)
It is recommended that the Ōtorohanga District Council;
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

Approve the proposal to pursue achieving the status of being a Motorhome Friendly Town in
Ōtorohanga, and;
Approve the installation of a free public dump station on Council owned land on the verge alongside
the Council depot at 15 Progress Drive, Ōtorohanga, as per the site photo provided in this report and;
Approve an amendment to the current Traffic Bylaw or the development of a Freedom Camping Bylaw
or Policy to enable Freedom Camping in designated areas around the district, subject to consultation
with the Ōtorohanga and Kāwhia Community Boards and the wider community, and;
Approve the acceptance of the funding offered by NZ Motor Caravan Association of up to $12k to cover
the installation of the dump station, and;
Approve the acceptance of the offer from NZ Motor Caravan Association to fund up to $3k towards the
first 3 years of operational costs, and;
Approve the acceptance of the offer from NZ Motor Caravan Association to supply to Council free of
charge the certified pre-cast waste unit along with all the appropriate signage for users, and;
Approve the ongoing operational costs of the dump station beyond the period of cover from the NZ
Motorhome Association funding, at an estimated cost of $800-$1000 p/a to be funded from the public
conveniences operational budget.

Background
At the Council meeting held on 17 September 2019 staff presented a report to Council to consider Kāwhia and
Ōtorohanga becoming ‘Motorhome Friendly Towns’ to encourage and welcome travelers to visit, stay and
spend in the district whilst enabling positive economic outcomes.
After much discussion and consideration, Council resolved the following;
1) That Council approve investigating a ‘Motorhome Friendly’ town status for Ōtorohanga and Kawhia in two
stages, with stage one being Ōtorohanga and Stage two being for Kawhia subject to
I. necessary amendments required to the current traffic bylaw to accommodate this.
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II. Identify suitable dump station site in Ōtorohanga along with costs of installation potentially funding
options.
III. Identify and ongoing operational costs associated with MFT status.
2) That a report is brought back to Council for final discussion on a MFT status.
Report to Ōtorohanga Community Board 7 October 2020
On 7 October 2020 staff presented to the Ōtorohanga Community Board on the Ōtorohanga Motorhome
Friendly Town Proposal. Staff included in the report all the information required by the previous Council
resolution, however the discussion with the Board was largely focused on the dump station aspects of
achieving the MHFT status. Concerns raised by Board members were predominantly about the dump station
being funded by ratepayers, both for the installation and the ongoing costs, they felt that rather than it being a
public amenity funded by ratepayers it should instead be a ‘user pays’ system – despite this not meeting the
criteria of being a MHFT. Some members also had reservations with the preferred location behind the library,
concerned that there may be potential clashes between vehicles and library users or even with fire service
vehicles.
There were also 7 members of the community that had asked to speak to the proposal in the public forum, 5
of these were against it, 2 were in support of it. The 5 members against it, collectively had a number of
reservations, ranging from cost to ratepayers, not agreeing with the proposed location and doubts about the
actual economic benefits in achieving the MHFT status. The 2 speakers that supported the proposal were both
local ratepayers and business owners, one was also a NZMCA member. Both strongly recommended the
proposal be supported by the Board based on the wide reaching benefits (in their views) to the Ōtorohanga
community by increasing visitor numbers to the main town centre.
Community Board’s Concerns;
Funding of Public Dump Station
Since this matter went before the Ōtorohanga Community Board on 7 October 2020, and concerns were raised
about ratepayers funding the dump station, Council approached NZMCA to seek their assistance with funding
and were successful in securing their financial support. NZMCA offered to contribute up to $12k towards the
installation of the dump station, along with $3k towards up to 3 years’ worth of operational costs to support
Council in pursuing the benefits of being a MHFT. In addition to the funding, NZMCA have agreed to supplying
to Council, free of charge, the $1200 pre-cast waste unit along with all the relevant signage to aid appropriate
use of the dump station.
Beyond the $3k funding for operational costs from NZMCA, the ongoing operational costs of the dump station
which is estimated at $800-$1000 p/a could be funded from the Public Conveniences operational budget,
however this would need to be considered through a normal Annual Plan or Long Term Plan budget discussion
for the subsequent years post the three-year funding period.
Dump Station Location
Staff had investigated several locations for the proposed dump station and had selected a preferred site on
Council owned land behind the Library and near the former Red Cross shed. However, when this matter was
heard by the Ōtorohanga Community Board on 7 October 2020, some members raised concerns about the
preferred location being unsuitable with library users frequenting the site and potential clashes with Fire
Service vehicles along with concerns over the site having cultural significance, although this hadn’t been
expressed directly to staff by iwi.
To address these concerns, further investigations to find a more suitable site were carried out by staff, with
the Council owned car park on Whittington Lane being suggested as a potential better location.
Although the suggested new location on Whittington Lane, did appear on the surface to be a good one, there
were concerns from staff that this site could be more complicated and costly for a dump station installation.
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Due to these concerns, Council’s engineering design team were engaged to complete a full site analysis for the
installation of the dump station at the Whittington Lane car park and to give an engineer’s estimate of costs
for the installation.
The results of these investigations revealed the site was indeed very complicated with underground power
cables and gas lines, along with being a reasonable distance away from the closest, suitable waste line
connection. The engineer’s estimation of costs was around $30k which well exceeded the funding available for
the project.
Further site recommendations by staff
Due to the lack of practicality and expense relating to installing a dump station site at Whittington Lane, staff
then reviewed their analysis of all of the sites that have been in consideration since this was first discussed by
Council in 2019.
The large turn around area at the end of Rangipare Street, near the rear entrance to the Island Reserve had
earlier been considered to be a potential suitable site, along with others previously mentioned in this report.
Staff had spoken with representatives from four of the main user groups of the Island Reserve area by the
proposed new site, all of whom had given initial support to the proposal, however one of the representatives
later changed their position. This representative spoke in the public forum of the Ōtorohanga Community
Board meeting on 2 December 2020 and requested from the Board for wider consultation to be done with
mana whenua. The Board agreed to undergoing the additional consultation with mana whenua and as such
the following resolution was passed by the Ōtorohanga Community Board on 2 December 2020;
That the Ōtorohanga Community Board;
1. Support the proposal to pursue achieving the status of being a Motorhome Friendly Town in
Ōtorohanga, and;
2. Support the installation of a free public dump station on Council owned land off the end of
Rangipare Street, Ōtorohanga, as per the site photo provided in this report and;
3. Support an amendment to the current Traffic Bylaw or the development of a Freedom Camping
Bylaw or Policy to enable Freedom Camping in designated areas around the district, and;
4. Support the acceptance of the funding offered by NZ Motor Caravan Association of $12k to cover
the installation of the dump stations, and;
5. Support the acceptance of the offer from NZ Motor Caravan Association to fund up to $3k towards
the first 3 years of operational costs, and;
6. Support the acceptance of the offer from NZ Motor Caravan Association to supply to Council free of
charge the certified pre-cast waste unit along with all the appropriate signage for users, and;
7. Support the approval for the ongoing operational costs of the dump station beyond the period of
cover from the NZ Motor Caravan Association funding, at an estimated cost of $800-$1000 p/a to be funded
from the public conveniences operational budget, subject to Long Term financial considerations and adoption
of such. On the condition that;
a) The Ōtorohanga Community Board members themselves undertake engagement with iwi
and any others that is satisfactory to them.
b) The outcomes of that engagement is reported back to Council so that Council can make a
final decision.
Since the Board meeting in December the recommendation from the Board along with the subsequent letter
(see Attachment 1) to support the Board’s objections to the Rangipare Street site being used for a dump
station, was heard by Council in Item 137 on the agenda at the Council meeting held on 15 December 2020.
Council resolved to receive the recommendation from the Board (as above) and in addition to this the minutes
recorded the following (see Excerpt from Ōtorohanga District Council Meeting 15 December 2020 Minutes –
Attachment 2);
The Deputy Chair of the Ōtorohanga Community Board referred members to her letter dated 10
December 2020 wherein she confirmed that as the Ōtorohanga Community Board has carried out this
engagement (condition 8) and after doing this it agreed unamanously that this condition 8 has not been met.
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In accordance with resolution number 9 the Board does not support recommendation number 2 in the
report. But fully supports all the others so that Ōtorohanga can become a NZMCA Friendly Town with a suitable
suite.
Accordingly the next steps for staff is to undertake formal engagement with Nehenehenui RMC.
in site selection for dump station
As per the direction from Council staff sought to engage directly with Nehenehenui Regional Management
Committee (NRMC) as the mandated iwi representatives for the Ōtorohanga township area, to establish an
appropriate site for the dump station to ensure any further recommended sites were not considered to be
culturally inappropriate.
On 25 March, Council staff met with three NRMC representatives to discuss this proposal and as a result three
sites were recommended to staff as being culturally appropriate to consider for the dump station location,
these were;
 Mair Street layby area
 Bob Horsfall Reserve car park
 Progress Drive outside the Council depot
These sites had been previously assessed by staff as options but were re-considered post the discussion with
iwi. Of the three sites, the Progress Drive site was deemed to be the most suitable by the technical staff
reviewing the information.
New preferred site – approved by iwi and deemed suitable by staff
The new proposed site outside the Council owned depot at 15 Progress Drive, Ōtorohanga is shown in the
aerial view below and is considered by staff to be straight forward and cost effective installation. It is
suggested by staff that an area on the roadside could be marked out with yellow paint to make it a limited
time to pull over for motorhomes, caravans and boats wishing to empty their waste receptacles. The waste
connection (dump station) could be installed on the road verge, with a concrete pad and hose connections for
washing down. Coupled with appropriate instructional and directional signage it would be a straightforward
and easy to use connection.
Staff have calculated the costs for installing a dump station at 15 Progress Drive to include providing a water
connection and hose, a concrete pad, water meter and signage to be around $10,000. This falls well within the
12k funding cap from NZMCA.
As far as ongoing operational costs, these would be very minimal and have been calculated at $800-$1000 p/a
as previously stated in this report.
All locations considered throughout the Motorhome Friendly Town Proposal process
All of the sites that have been considered throughout this process since it first started in 2019 are listed in the
table below along with how they measured against the relevant 7 criterions. The latest preferred site at 15
Progress drive being one of these with the staff assessment supporting its suitability.
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Potential sites investigated and rated on Very Poor, Poor, Good, Excellent against criterion
Location

1.Land
status

2.Easily
Accessible

3.Close
waste
connection

4.
Potable
water
available

5. Central
to CBD

6.
Minimal
residential
impact

7. Practical,
suitable, and
cost effective
for installation

Turnaround
at end of
Rangipare
Street,
(Island
Reserve)

Good

Excellent

Excellent

Good

Poor

Good

Good

Layby area
on roadside
at Mair
Street

Good

Good

Good

Good

Poor

Poor

Good

In front of
Council
Depot
(Progress
Drive)

Good

Good

Good

Good

Poor

Excellent

Good

Bob Horsfall
Reserve

Excellent

Good

Poor

Good

Poor

Excellent

Good

Behind
Library

Excellent

Excellent

Excellent

Good

Excellent

Good

Excellent

Councils
main waste
connection
on SH3 by
Gray’s
Construction
Yard

Poor
(not
Council
owned)

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Whittington
Lane car
park

Excellent

Excellent

Very poor

Poor

Excellent

Excellent

Very poor

Huipūtea
Reserve

Good

Good

Good

Good

Good
(although
poor
walking
access)

Excellent

Good, although
could be
considered a
culturally and
environmentally
inappropriate
site.
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Considerations

1.

Significance and Engagement

This proposal is assessed as being of low significance and as such does not trigger any additional consultation
requirements under Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy.
The Ōtorohanga Community Board have been consulted with and have had significant input into this proposal.
It is however acknowledged that there are divergent views in the community on this subject, with a small
group of ratepayers that have expressed their opposition to the proposal. The negative effects of the proposal
on them and other ratepayers is expected to be low, particularly now that external funding has been secured
to complete the dump station installation.
2.

Policy and Plans

An amendment of the Traffic Bylaw and/or the development of a Freedom Camping Bylaw or Policy will be
required under the LGA.
3.

Legal

There are no special legal requirements relating to this proposal.
4.

Financial

Council has successfully secured external funding from the NZMCA for up to $12k towards the installation of
the dump station, along with $3k towards up to 3 years’ worth of operational costs to support Council in
pursuing the benefits of being a MHFT. In addition to the funding, NZMCA have agreed to supplying to
Council, free of charge, the $1200 pre-cast waste unit along with all the relevant signage to aid appropriate use
of the dump station.
Beyond the $3k funding for operational costs from NZMCA, the ongoing operational costs of the dump station
which is estimated at $800-$1000 p/a is to be funded from the Public Conveniences operational budget.
5.

Iwi

The site proposed for the dump station at 15 Progress Drive has been recommended for consideration by
representatives of the Nehenehenui Regional Management Committee (RMC) who are mandated by the
Maniapoto Maori Trust Board to represent Ōtorohanga town.
As the provision of dump stations are designed to protect public health and the environment by ensuring the
proper disposal of waste from recreational vehicles, this proposal aligns with iwi environmental values.
Assessment of Options

Option 1: Council approves the proposal to progress achieving the Motorhome Friendly Town status for the
Ōtorohanga township to encourage visitors and to enable positive economic outcomes for the district.
The advantage of this option is that;
 Council is seen to be enabling positive economic outcomes for the district.
 Council is seen to be supporting the marketing and promotion of the main town centre.
 Ōtorohanga is seen as a place that welcomes visitors to stay and spend in the district.
 By achieving MHFT status, Ōtorohanga can then be considered for hosting large NZMCA rally events.
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The community can benefit economically and socially from the increased visitor numbers as a result
of being a Motorhome Friendly Town.
The Council and district are promoted across New Zealand (and internationally) as being Motorhome
Friendly.
The town amenities, services, pathways and natural environments along with local attractions are
showcased and promoted through the Motorhome Friendly Town website and by tourism operators.

The disadvantages are;
 Council is providing at no cost, a service (as a public amenity), that two local businesses currently
receive income from.
 Some community members may question the economic benefit to be gained by accommodating this
sector of visitors to the town.
 If by becoming a Motorhome Friendly Town (which will require an amendment to the Traffic Bylaw or
the development of a Freedom Camping Bylaw or Policy to accommodate Certified Self Contained
vehicles camping in designated areas) generates a surge of non-compliance to the Bylaw, Council may
be under resourced to manage any enforcement measures required.
Option 2: Council does not approve the proposal to progress achieving the Motorhome Friendly Town status
for the Ōtorohanga township.
The advantage of this option is that;
 Some members of the community who oppose the proposal may be satisfied by this outcome as no
ongoing costs are incurred by having a dump station.
The disadvantages are;
 Council is not seen to be enabling positive economic outcomes for the district.
 Council is not seen to be supporting the marketing and promotion of the main town centre.
 Ōtorohanga is not seen as a place that welcomes visitors to stay and spend in the district.
 Large NZMCA rally events will not be held in Ōtorohanga and other nearby towns may benefit
instead.
 Council loses the opportunity to use the funding from NZMCA to support achieving the MHFT status.
 The opportunity for additional turnover for local businesses as a result of this proposal could be lost.
Preferred option and reasons
It is the preferred option of staff for Council to approve progressing achieving the Motorhome Friendly Town
status for the Ōtorohanga township to encourage visitors and to stay and spend in the district. This also
provides our community with the additional opportunity of being the future host of large NZMCA rally events
which will bring money, culture and vibrancy into the town and support positive economic and social
outcomes.
Staff have considered the matters raised by the Ōtorohanga Community Board at their meeting in October and
again in December 2020 and have endeavored to identify a solution which addresses these whilst still meeting
the NZMCA requirements of a motorhome friendly town.
Staff believe the preferred option also aligns with the current LTP Community Outcomes; ‘Promote the local
economy and opportunities for sustainable economic development’, ‘Ensure the services and facilities meet
the needs of the community’ and ‘Manage the natural and physical environment in a sustainable manner’.
This proposal also aligns with the proposed new Community Outcomes as included and consulted on through
the 2021 Long Term Plan process due for adoption on 29 June 2021.
Patricia Ambury
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
Attachment 1 – Letter from OCB presented to Council Meeting 15 December 2020
Attachment 2 – Excerpt from Ōtorohanga District Council Minutes 15 December 2020
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Aerial photo outlining the approximate location of the proposed dump station on 15 Progress Drive,
Ōtorohanga.
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ITEM 169

HAMILTON & WAIKATO TOURISM ANNUAL REPORT

TO:

HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS
ŌTOROHANGA DISTRICT COUNCIL

FROM:

COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

DATE:

15 JUNE 2021

Relevant Community Outcomes

Promote the local economy and opportunities for sustainable economic development

Manage the natural and physical environment in a sustainable manner

Provide for the unique history and culture of the district

Executive Summary
Attached is the six monthly report from Hamilton and Waikato Tourism for the period from 1 July 2020 to 31
December 2020 (see Attachment 1).
Hamilton and Waikato Tourism (HWT) have seven performance targets which are;
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Visitor nights
Visitor spend
Conventions, incentives and business events
Visitor awareness and perception
Website and social media
Industry investment
Return on investment

The purpose of this report is to inform Elected Members of the results of these key performance targets along
with the other activities of HWT over this period.
Recommendation
It is recommended that the report is received.
Background
Hamilton and Waikato Tourism (HWT) is the region’s Regional Tourism Organisation (RTO) whose role is to
generate competitive economic benefit through visitor sector strategies focused on increasing visitor length of
stay and spend.
HWT is funded through a public/private partnership with the region’s tourism industry and seven local
authorities including Hamilton City and Matamata-Piako, Ōtorohanga, Waikato, Waipa, Waitomo and South
Waikato Districts.
Financial considerations
Council has committed $60k per annum across the first 3 years of the 2018-2028 LTP towards HWT, which is
funded from the District Economic Development Account.
Patricia Ambury
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MANAGE
Attachments
Attachment 1 – Hamilton and Waikato Tourism report 1 July 2020 – 31 December 2021
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ITEM 170

ŌTOROHANGA KIWI HOUSE PROGRESS REPORT

TO:

HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS
ŌTOROHANGA DISTRICT COUNCIL

FROM:

GROUP MANAGER CORPORATE

DATE:

15 JUNE 2021

Relevant Community Outcomes

Ensure services and facilities meet the needs of the Community

Provide for the unique history and culture of the District

Executive Summary
In June 2020 Council resolved to support the redevelopment of the Ōtorohanga Kiwi House with a $2 million
loan. Certain conditions regarding accountability were included in the loan agreement.
Recommendations
It is recommended that:
- The Ōtorohanga Kiwi House Progress Report be received.
Background
Council previously resolved to support the redevelopment of the Kiwi House with a $2 million loan. Council has
advanced a total sum of $985,248.66 to the Ōtorohanga Kiwi House Charitable Trust as at 15 th June 2021.
This is broken down as follows.
3rd July 2020
$335,718.72
To repay existing loan between the Ōtorohanga Zoological Society and the Bank of New Zealand.
21st Sept 2020
$649,529.94
Loan advance for projected Capital Expenditure to the 30th November 2020 to complete stage 1 of the
redevelopment and stage 2 costs. (Breakdown attached)
Included in the conditions of the loan were the following accountability clauses. The attached report from the
Ōtorohanga Kiwi House Charitable Trust gives an update on progress to date for the redevelopment including
an analysis of visitor numbers. Project costs to 31st March 2021 are also attached along with a Profit and Loss
Statement for the period 1st Oct 2020 to 31st March 2021.
Item
Accountability Clauses
Transfer of Assets

Quarterly report to The
Chief Executive

Term
Formal confirmation that the assets and liabilities
of OZS have transferred to OKH and any assets or
liabilities remaining in OZS.
1. Provide an income and expenditure
update on the capital expenditure,
grants, loans and other funding available
to the Redevelopment project
compared to forecast - within 10
working days of each Quarter starting
for the Quarter ended 30 September
2020
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2.

Audited Financial
Statements

Updated forecast of income and capital
expenditure for next Quarter. - within
10 working days of each Quarter
3. Income and expenditure statement on
operating income and expenditure within 10 working days of each Quarter
4. Analysis of visitor numbers for the
quarter compared to projected for that
quarter, and the same period of the
previous year - within 10 working days
of each Quarter
Presented by OKH to Council Annually no later
than 30 June of each year in Public meeting.
(Assume March balance date)

Public statements / reports on the
performance of the OKH by
Council should be available to the
OKH 5 days prior to becoming
public.

Graham Bunn
GROUP MANAGER CORPORATE
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ITEM 171

CONFIRMATION OF CLASS 4 GAMBLING VENUE POLICY 2021

TO:

HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS
ŌTOROHANGA DISTRICT COUNCIL

FROM:

GROUP MANAGER – ENVIRONMENT
BUSINESS SUPPORT – REGULATORY

DATE:

TUESDAY 15 JUNE 2021

Relevant Community Outcomes

The Ōtorohanga District is a safe place to live

Ensure services and facilities meet the needs of the Community

Foster an involved and engaged Community

Executive Summary
The purpose of this report is to confirm the final draft of the Class 4 Gambling Venues Policy 2021 resulting
from resolutions made by Council at the conclusion of the Public Hearing held on Tuesday 8th June, 2021.
Recommendation(s)
It is recommended that:
1. The report Confirmation of Class 4 Gambling Venue Policy 2021 be received;
2. The Ōtorohanga District Council Class 4 Gambling Venue Policy 2021 be approved.
Background
The Gambling Venues Policy recently underwent its statutory triennial review. As a result, Council proposed to
remove the current ‘sinking lid’ in favour for a ‘controlled increase in venues’.
Public consultation began on Friday 19th February and continued until Thursday 1st April. A total of 80
submissions were received, with 29 indicating that they intend to present their submissions to Council at the
hearing.
Current Situation
Summary of Consultation Process
Formal public consultation on the proposed changes ran from 19th February to 1st April and was publically
notified as follows:
 Ōtorohanga District Council Website – www.otodc.govt.nz/home/consultations - from 19th February to
1st April
 Facebook - www.facebook.com/ŌtorohangaDistrictCouncil - 10th March
 King Country News – 16th March
Submitters from previous reviews were also notified directly, by email, that consultation was taking place.
Submissions
A total of 80 submissions were received, with 29 submitters indicating they would like to present their
submissions to Council. Included in this tally were submissions from Gaming Machine Association of New
Zealand GMANZ), Clubs New Zealand, Pub Charity, New Zealand Community Trust (NZCT), Hospitality New
Zealand- Waikato Branch, Problem Gambling Foundation (PGF), Waikato District Health Board – Public Health
Unit, Hāpai te Hauora Māori Public Health, The Salvation Army Oasis – Waikato, Te Rūnanganui o Ngāti
Hikairo, Child Poverty Action Group, Ōtorohanga Support House, Ōtorohanga Lyceum Club and Rotary Club of
Ōtorohanga.
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Public Hearing
The public hearing of submissions took place on Tuesday 8th June. A total of 12 members of the public spoke to
their submissions. Upon the completion of the hearing, Council deliberated and considered all information
presented to them during the hearing and resolved that the Ōtorohanga District shall retain a ‘sinking lid’
policy. In response to matters raised during the hearing amendments were made to the Policy to,
Include ‘businesses’ in the relocation exceptions of Section 2.b,
Align the definition of the CBD (central business district) to match the Local Alcohol Policy 2016 and,
Add a subclause to Section 5 which states that all applications must comply with the policy or they will
require
a Public Hearing.
Considerations
6. Significance and Engagement
Under the current Significance and Engagement Policy, Council must take into account multiple factors
when assessing the significance of proposals and decisions, and the appropriate level of engagement.
With regards to the Gambling Venues Policy, the following factors have been considered:
 The legal requirement to engage with the community
 The level of community interest is high
 The likely consequences are controversial
7. Policy and Plans
Council is following requirements under the Gambling Act 2003 and the Racing Industry Act 2020 in
relation to the regular review of policies relating to Gambling Venues within the District.
8. Legal
Due to the proposal including a change to the current Gambling Venues Policy, Council had a legal
requirement to consult with the community in accordance with the Special Consultative Process detailed
in section 83 of the Local Government Act 2002.
9. Financial
Council does not currently receive any remuneration by way of licence or consent fees from Gambling
Venues in the District. Current operational budgets have covered the cost of this review process.
10. Iwi
Local iwi groups have been identified as stakeholders in this policy process and included in the notification
of the proposal and the submission process during consultation.

Andrew Loe
GROUP MANAGER – ENVIRONMENT
Claire King
BUSINESS SUPPORT – REGULATORY

ATTACHMENTS:
Appendix A: Class 4 Gambling Venue Policy 2021
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ŌTOROHANGA DISTRICT COUNCIL
CLASS 4 GAMBLING VENUE POLICY 2021
1.

Objectives of the Policy

a. To support the purpose and intent of the Gambling Act 2003
b. To provide for the continued availability of Class 4 Gambling within the Ōtorohanga District in accordance with
the purpose and intent of the Gambling Act 2003
c. To control the growth of Class 4 Gambling Machine (gambling machines) numbers within the Ōtorohanga District
d. To encourage responsible gambling practices and attitudes in Class 4 Gambling Venues.
2.
a.

Standards
No allocation of machines when a venues closes

i. Council will not grant consent for the establishment of any new Class 4 venues or machines under this policy.
ii. Once a venue ceases to operate, the machine numbers will not be allocated to any new or existing venue.
iii. All Class 4 Gambling Venues, with the exception of venues that are also Board Venues (TABs) are required to have
a current liquor licence. Any liquor licence issued will be compliant with the Council’s Local Alcohol Policy.
iv. A Gambling Venue consent is for one venue (one premises) and is not transferable to another venue. The consent
is given to a venue at a given address, not to a person or business.
b.

Exceptions

i. Clubs or businesses that rebuild or relocate may be allowed a maximum of the number of gambling machines
approved at the time of closing the former premises
ii. When clubs or businesses wish to merge physically, they may be allowed to operate the sum of the number of
gaming machines specifies in all the clubs Class 4 Venue Licences at the time of application, or 18 machines,
whichever is the lesser.
3.

Primary Activity of Class 4 Gambling Venues

The primary activity of any Class 4 Gambling Venue shall be:
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.

Clubs for sporting activities, or
Chartered clubs, or
For the sale of liquor, or the sale of liquor and food for consumption on the premises, or
For TAB agency outlets.

4.

Conditions Applying to all Gambling Venues under this Policy

Requirements applying to all locations:
vii. Gambling machines must not be a primary part of the venues operation
viii. Gambling machines and/or signage relating to, or prompting gambling, must not be visible from any public place
outside of the venue
ix. The gambling area in a venue shall not have a separate entrance, separate name or otherwise seem to be separate
from the primary activity of the venue
x. The venue must hold a current on licence or club licence for the sale of liquor for consumption on the premises,
or be a TAB venue
xi. The principal entrance of any venue premises located outside the CBD areas of Ōtorohanga and Kāwhia shall not
be located closer than 100 meters to any residential property, community facility, school or early childcare centre
xii. The venue premises shall not adjoin within the CBD area, or be within 50 metres of the principal entrance outside
of the CBD area, of any other Class 4 Gambling Venue
xiii. The venue must meet all application, declaration and fee requirements pertaining to all Class 4 Venue Licences
and Consents.
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5. Applications for Gambling Venue Consent
Applications for Council Consent, where the application satisfies Section 2b above, may be lodged at any time and
must include the following information:
xiv. Name and contact details for the applicant and the venue operator, including the society name, the venue trading
name(s), and any other name(s) related to the venue,
xv. Venue street address and legal description of the proposed premises for the Class 4 Gambling Venue,
xvi. A locality plan clearly identifying the proposed venue premises in relation to other neighbouring properties and
surrounding land use,
xvii. A site plan of the proposed venue premises showing the existing and/or proposed buildings,
xviii.
A floor plan covering both the gambling and other activities proposed for the venue, including details of
each floor of the venue, the location of gambling machines and the location of clocks and windows within the
gaming room,
xix. A declaration with details of how the proposed venue premises complies with Council’s Class 4 Gambling Venue
Policy.
xx. Any application that does not comply with all aspects of this Policy will require a Public Hearing.
xxi. Consent for the establishment of a new Class 4 Gambling Venue is subject to the above consideration at the
discretion of Council.
6. Identification of CDB areas within the Ōtorohanga District
For the purposes of this policy, the CBD areas of Ōtorohanga and Kāwhia are described below:
xxii. All of the areas identified as Ōtorohanga Licensing Precinct and Kāwhia Licensing Precinct which are marked in
purple on the maps attached to the Local Alcohol Policy 2016, indexed in Appendix A.
7. Application Fee
The application fee is set by Ōtorohanga District Council and includes consideration of:
xxiii.
The cost of processing the application; and
xxiv.The cost of triennially reviewing the Gambling Venues Policy
The application fee will be reviewed by Council regularly as part of its Fees and Charges review processes.
Attachments
Appendix A Maps
Ōtorohanga Licensing Precinct
Kāwhia Licensing Precinct
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ITEM 172

APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE - HAMILTON CAR CLUB – 2021 HODDLE
ROAD RALLY SPRINT

TO:

HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS
ŌTOROHANGA DISTRICT COUNCIL

FROM:

SENIOR ENGINEERING ASSISTANT

DATE:

15 JUNE 2021

Relevant Community Outcomes

Promote the local economy and opportunities for sustainable economic development

Foster an involved and engaged Community

Executive Summary
An application has been received from Hamilton Car Club for the following road closures within the Ōtorohanga
District, to enable, Hamilton Car Club to hold the Hamilton Car Club 2021 Hoddle Road Rally Sprint.
Recommendation(s)
It is recommended that:
The application for Temporary Road Closure of sections on Maihiihi, Hoddle and Tauraroa Valley Roads on Sunday
22 August 2021; be granted with the following conditions imposed;
1.
2.

In the event of a COVID:19 resurgence and a revert to a lockdown greater than Level 2 status, any granted
road closures will be rendered null and void
Emergency services always have complete rite of passage.

3.

Hamilton Car Club is to pay a bond of $4000.00 per unsealed road to be used. Bond returnable after post
event drive over, undertaken by Ōtorohanga District Council Roading Team.

4.

Hamilton Car Club is to pay an application fee of $400.00 towards the administration of the road closure to
Ōtorohanga District Council.

5.

Hamilton Car Club is to pay for all advertising costs to the appropriate newspapers. Public notice
advertisements are to be published in the Waitomo News.

6.

Hamilton Car Club is responsible for obtaining public liability insurance (and paying the cost thereof) to a
minimum value of $10,000,000. This is required to indemnify Council against any damage to the property
or persons as a result of rally activities during the road closure period.

7.

Hamilton Car Club is to comply with the objection provisions contained in the Transport (Vehicular Traffic
Road Closure) Regulations 1965.

8.

Hamilton Car Club is to liaise and provide evidence of liaison with all operators and businesses that may be
affected by the road closures.

9.

Hamilton Car Club is to consult with all residents of all properties on the roads intending to be closed and
also the residents on roads connecting with roads intending to be closed, including any, no exit roads. Two
mail drops to residents are to be carried out. All initial mail drops to residents are to be approved by
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Council staff before distribution commences. The subsequent mail drop is to be completed no later than
ten full days before the proposed closures.
10. Hamilton Car Club is solely responsible for signposting and policing of the roads to be closed, to ensure that
only vehicles connected with the event have access to the road closure areas. This includes arranging the
delivery, erection and staffing of all road closure barriers and the removal thereof after closures. All gates
and entranceways are to be taped and to ensure its removal thereafter.
11. Signs advising of the road closures are to be erected at the start and end of the closed portions of the roads
and on each intersecting road two weeks prior to the road closure. All signs are to be removed
immediately after the closure. A Hamilton Car Club representative is to meet with Council Engineering staff
regarding the required signs format, size, location and quantity of signs for approval before they are
manufactured and erected.
Background
Race formerly known as the Pekanui Gravel sprint. Race relocated due to objections lodged by residents.
Options
1) Council to approve closures to enable the undertaking of the rally.
2) Council does not approve closures, preventing rally from taking place.
Considerations
Hamilton Car Club have applied for this road closure pursuant to the Tenth Schedule of the Local Government Act
1974. They are prepared to comply with the objection provisions contained in the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road
Closure) Regulations 1965. Hamilton Car Club, are in the process of obtaining consents from residents of the
affected areas, indicating agreement for the road closures. They have also conducted an initial letter drop and will
carry out a reminder mail drop no later than ten full days before the proposed closure.
This event is also a major fundraising event for Maihiihi School, which provides an off-road venue, sausage sizzle and
catering for the competitors and visitors to the school and the event.
The Hamilton Car Club will also give Maihiihi School a donation of $5.00 per entry and share of the profit from the
catering. A couple of people from the area will also be given the opportunity to experience a ride in a rally car.
A similar event was held on May last year and there was not excessive damage to the road or safety concerns raised
by residents and visitors to the area to view the rally.

Significance and Engagement
Roading is defined as a significant activity. As this is a discretionary activity with a low cost it is assessed as not
significant and that community engagement as defined by the legal requirements is sufficient.
Legal
There is a legal requirement to consult with affected parties and advertise the road closures under the Transport
(Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations 1965. This legislation also contains an objections process which is to be
followed should objections be received. Hamilton Car Club readily liaises with the community of Maihiihi and the
associated school in the area in conscious effort to encourage their participation. The local school benefits from the
Rally by way of catering and inclusion of the schools facilities as a base from which to expedite the Rally, all of which
is paid for by way of donation to the school by Hamilton Car Club.
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Assessment of Options
Option 1 Council to approve the rally
Advantages
 A sporting event is held in the district which provides entertainment and also promotes the district.
 Rally participants and spectators will visit the district and spend money with local businesses
 Funds will be raised for the benefit of the local Maihihi School
 The location of the rally is such that only a relatively small number of local residents are inconvenienced as
any traffic passing through the district would not use these roads.
Disadvantages
 Inconvenience to local residents
 The possibility of some damage to the road or adjacent property.
Option 2 Council to decline the rally
Advantages
 No inconvenience to local residents
 No possibility of any damage to the road or adjacent property.
Disadvantages
 The opportunity to provide entertainment and also promotes the district is lost.
 An opportunity to for increased spending in the district is lost.
 No funds will be raised for the benefit of the local Maihihi School

Preferred Option and Reasons

The preferred option is option 1
The reason for this is that the benefits outweigh the negatives and the track record of holding the rally on these
roads is such that no damage to the roads or safety concerns were raised by residents the last time the rally was
held.

Marion Fleming
SENIOR ENGINEERING ASSISTANT
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COUNCILLOR UPDATE
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